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 PROJECT BRIEF 
 

Historic District Board of Review Application for Certificate 

of Appropriateness at 120 E Second St to replace existing 

canvas awning with black metal awning. Modify storefront 

entryway with new doors and windows. Add architectural 

elements to cornice. Add 6-ft black chain link fence on west 

alley side to the rear and wrap around rear of the building 

to conceal dumpster area. Remove metal overhangs on the 

rear of the building. 

 

Application Date:  November 6, 2023  

HDBR Meeting Date:   November 27, 2023 

 

Project Description: 

Certificate of Appropriateness application to replace existing canvas awning with black metal awning. 

Modify storefront entryway with new doors and windows. Add architectural elements to cornice. Add 6-ft 

black chain link fence on west alley side to the rear and wrap around rear of the building to conceal 

dumpster area. Remove metal overhangs on the rear of the building. 

 

Current Zoning:     Project Location:  

 Central Business District (CBD)   120 E Second St  

    

 

Applicant:      Owner: 

 Curt Rafferty     Same 

947 Shaker Mill Road     

 Bowling Green, Kentucky 42103      

 

 

Supporting Documents: 

 COA application 

 Photo of property  

 Renderings of proposed changes 

 Floor plan  

 Copy of HDBR meeting public sign 
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Date C 1950 

Style 20th Century Commercial 

Evaluation Non-Contributing 

Survey Notes  

 

Alterations:  

Modern glass and aluminum doors. 

 

Historical Information/Misc. Important Information: 

 

Prior COA Approvals: 

 

 

 

 

HDBR Guidelines: 

Madison Historic District Design Guidelines – 6.0 AWNINGS AND CANOPIES p. 54-55 

6.1 Repair existing canvas or metal awnings with in-kind materials. 

6.2 Replace awnings with appropriate materials, design, and dimensions.  

6.3 Install new awnings on buildings at traditional locations such as over storefronts and upper façade 

windows. 

6.5 Select awnings of traditional design. Shed-type awnings are most appropriate for historic buildings. 

Arched awnings should be installed only over an arched opening. Bubble, concave, or convex awnings 

are discouraged except where used originally. Awnings may be retractable or fixed in place. 

6.6 Use awnings of traditional materials. Canvas awnings are appropriate for late nineteenth- and early 

twentieth-century buildings. Metal awnings are appropriate on mid– to late twentieth-century dwellings. 

6.9 Awnings should be constructed of canvas duck or cotton and polyester blends and may be treated 

with acrylic. Vinyl is not an appropriate material for awnings. 

 

Madison Historic District Design Guidelines – 7.0 CORNICES p. 56 

7.4 Do not add inauthentic cornices to the building. Added cornices to a property should be accurately 

based on physical, pictorial, or historical evidence in materials, scale, location, proportions, form, and 

detailing. 

 

Madison Historic District Design Guidelines – 17.0 STOREFRONTS p. 78-81 

17.7 Replacement storefront doors should be consistent with traditional designs. If the original door is 

missing from a storefront, replacement with a traditional design is appropriate. Doors of single-light 

glass and wood design or paneled wood are recommended. 

17.9 If replacement of a non-historic storefront is desired, it should be in a traditional storefront design 

with bulkheads, display windows, and transoms. 

Alterations, Historical Information, & Prior Approvals: 

Guidelines, Standards, & Ordinances 



 
 

17.12 Only lightly tinted glass is appropriate on a storefront and reflective glass should not be used. If 

privacy is needed, utilize drapes or blinds behind the display window. 

 

Madison Historic District Design Guidelines – 20.0 FENCES AND WALLS p. 88-90 

20.5 Design new fences that are compatible with the associated building, site and streetscape in height, 

proportion, scale, texture, material, and design. Appropriate fence materials along front or readily visible 

side property lines include wood pickets or metal designs. Fence types such as wire, chain-link, and vinyl  

are not appropriate. 

20.6 Fences shall not exceed a height of three (3) feet in front yards and other areas of primary visual 

concern. Fences at rear yards and other areas not readily seen from the public view may be up to six (6) 

feet in height. The transition between low front fences and higher rear fences should be made as far to 

the rear of the enclosed structure or yard as possible, and no more than half the depth of the yard 

forward of the principal structure. 

20.9 Contemporary or utilitarian fence materials are not appropriate for fences in the public view. 

Inappropriate materials include: plastic, vinyl, chain-link, and wire. The use of these materials may be 

appropriate for rear yards and side yards not visible from the public view. If chain-link fencing is 

introduced it is recommended to be vinyl coated (dark green or black) to be as unobtrusive as possible. 

Use plantings such as ivy or other vines to screen metal fences. 

 

Ordinance: 

(C)   Proportion of openings within the facility. The relationship of the width of the windows to height of 

windows in a building shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which the 

building is visually related. 

(D)   Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades. The relationship of solids to voids in the front facade of a 

building shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and places to which it is visually related. 

(F)   Rhythm of entrance or porch projection. The relationship of entrances and porch projections to 

sidewalks of buildings, squares, and places shall be visually compatible to the buildings to which it is 

visually related. 

(G)   Relationship of materials, and texture. The relationship of materials, and texture of the facade of a 

building shall be visually compatible with the predominant materials used in the buildings to which it is 

visually related. 

(I)   Walls of continuity. Appurtenances of a building such as walls, wrought iron, fences, evergreen 

landscape masses, and building facades, shall, if necessary, form cohesive walls of enclosure along a 

street, to insure visual compatibility of the building to the buildings, squares, and places to which it is 

visually related. 

 

Secretary of the Interior Standards: 

NA 

 

Preservation Brief: 

NA 

 

Conformance with Guidelines, Ordinance & Standards: 

The awning and storefront project are in conformance with the Guidelines because structure is rated 

non-contributing and the proposed changes are compatible with the style of the building; while the 



 
 

cornice and fencing project are not in conformance with the guidelines, staff finds the changes fitting for 

the use of the structure; and is in conformance with the Ordinance. 
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Lat/Long: 38.7348394819860200, -85.3792565735412600 [WGS84]

UTM: Zone 16S, 640869.4454 mE, 4288598.9757 mN

Parcel No.  

Resource Address:
120 E 2nd St 
Madison Indiana 47250 USA
County: Jefferson

Historic name:

Present name:

Local place name:

Visible from public right of way: Yes

Ownership: Private

Owner/Address:

Land unit size:

Site/Setting: Land slopes south to river on this site. Parking lot on east half of lot.

Historical Information
Historic Function: Commerce/Trade: Specialty Store Current Function: Vacant/Not in Use

Construction Date: ca. 1950-1959 , circa 1950* Architect:

Original or Significant Owners: Builder:

Significant Date/Period: Developer:

Areas of Significance:      

Architectural Information
Category: building, Commercial Building Style: 20th Century Commercial  Additions 

 Alterations 
 Moved 
 Other

Ancillary structures:

Structural: masonry Exterior Material(s): brick

Stories: 1, Bays: Roof Material:

Form or Plan: , rectangular Roof Type: Flat

Foundation: poured concrete Windows: aluminum 1 fixed

General condition: Good Chimney(s):

Basement: Porch:

Historical Summary:

Status (Current Listing or Designation)
National:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

State/Province:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

Local:  indiv.  district  landmrk.

2006, Madison National Historic Landmark District

1982, Madison Local Historic District

Evaluation (Preparer's Assessment of Eligibility)
Recommendation

 Individually eligible 
 Eligible as contributing resource 
 Not eligible / non-contributing 
 Not determined 

Level of potential eligibility
 National
 State
 Local

Landmark potential
 National 
 State 
 Local

Inventory Sheet : 120 E 2nd St Madison Jefferson Indiana

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY FORM



 

Description/Remarks
This is a 1-story commercial building in the 20th Century Commercial style built in 1950. The structural system is masonry. The foundation is poured
concrete. Exterior walls are brick. The building has a flat roof. Flat roof with parapet. Windows are aluminum, 1-light fixed. Modern glass and aluminum
large pane display windows. Modern glass and aluminum doors.

Survey and Recorder
Project: Madison, Indiana Sequence/Key no.: Survey Date: December 2021

Prepared By: Douglas Kaarre, The Lakota Group/Douglas Gilbert
Architect

Report Title/Name: Madison Local Historic District
Update

Previous Surveys: Madison Reconnaissance Survey
(2002-2004), surveyed Aug 13, 2002, Site Number 3-
0427

Inventoried: 09/20/2021 11:43:28 am
Last updated: 06/29/2022 11:25:41 am by Doug Kaarre / 312.467.5445 x
220

Level of Survey: 
 Reconnaissance    Intensive

Additional Research Recommended? 
 Yes  No

Inventory Sheet : 120 E 2nd St Madison Jefferson Indiana

120 E 2nd St Madison, Indiana (pg. 2)




